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Brought to you by:



TODAYS TALK INSPIRED BY:



THIS PRESENTATION CONTAINS

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

BEWARE THIS ICON



LET’S TALK ABOUT MY FAVOURITE SUBJECT

BEFORE WE START…



ME





N O . 1  R A N K E D   
P H O T O G R A P H E R  
W O R L D W I D E

 I  A M  T H E



N O . 1  R A N K E D   
P H O T O G R A P H E R  
W O R L D W I D E

 I  A M  T H E

WITH THE NAME  
GLYNN LAVENDER



N O . 1  W O R S T  
P H O T O G R A P H E R  
W O R L D W I D E

S A D LY  I  A M  A L S O

WITH THE NAME  
GLYNN LAVENDER



A U S T R A L I A’ S  
L E A S T   
A W A R D E D  
P H O T O G R A P H E R

I  A M  O F F I C I A L LY *

1

* According to 2023 insults from my wife.



I REALLY ONLY  
SHOOT A 

FEW THINGS



I SHOOT TRAVEL PORTRAITS



I SHOOT FRIENDS



I SHOOT MY FAMILY



OH, AND 
 THE CATS!



My joy in photography,  
my very reason to hold a 

camera, 
comes from photographing 

people. 

So, let’s start 



(Or at least the places that interest me)















IN THIS CHAOS WE NEED TO 

FIND OUR IMAGES



HOW?



– D AV I D  D U  C H E M I N

“Few things are better for the creative process than good questions” 



A U D I E N C E   
PA RT I C I PAT I O N  

S E C T I O N



I DID WARN YOU!



W H AT  D O  Y O U  S E E  I N  
Y O U R  M I N D S  E Y E  

W H E N  I  S AY  T H E  W O R D …



D O G   



D O G   
WHAT KIND OF DOG DID YOU SEE?



D O G   
BIG SMALL BROWN BLACK WHITE SHORT HAIR SHAGGY



PHOTOS BY: ALEX CEARNS



D O G   
Even a simple 3 letter word can conjure many different visions



W H AT  D O  Y O U  S E E  I N  
Y O U R  M I N D S  E Y E  

W H E N  I  S AY  T H E  W O R D …



C A R   



C A R   
WHAT KIND OF CAR DID YOU SEE?





W H AT  D O  Y O U  S E E  I N  
Y O U R  M I N D S  E Y E  

W H E N  I  S AY  T H E  W O R D …



W I N D O W   



W I N D O W   
WHAT KIND OF WINDOW DID YOU SEE?





W I N D O W   
C A R   
D O G   

PUT THEM TOGETHER, WHAT DO YOU SEE?





EVEN SIMPLE WORDS CAN
TELL DETAILED, VISUALLY RICH AND COMPLEX STORIES

W I N D O W   
C A R   
D O G   



W I N D O W   
C A R   
D O G   

CONVERSELY,  WE CAN DISTILL DETAILED SCENES

INTO A FEW WORDS TO TELL A COMPLEX STORY



       D O G      C A R     W I N D O W

Brought to you by:
Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  B E T T E R   

T R AV E L  P O R T R A I T S



A  P R O V E N  M E T H O D  O F  
B R E A K I N G  D O W N  C O M P L E X  
S C E N E S  A N D  F I N D I N G  Y O U R  

B E S T  I M A G E S    

       D O G      C A R     W I N D O W



T H E  M E T H O D



T O  C R A F T  S T R O N G E R  I M A G E S  



M E A N S  F I N D I N G  T H E  R I G H T  W O R D S



AND CREATING MORE SUCCINCT STORIES WITH THOSE WORDS 





DOG CAR WINDOW 

NAILS      INK      STAINED

U S I N G  T H E  W O R D S  T H AT  M AT T E R



A N D  E L I M I N AT I N G  O N E S  T H AT  D O N ’ T



PEOPLE FACES CLOTHESLINE DOGS 

SKY BUILDINGS TUBS BIRDS ETC

L E AV I N G  O U T  T H E  W O R D S  T H AT  
D O N ’ T  M AT T E R



D O  T H E S E  F E W  W O R D S  T E L L  T H E I R  S T O R Y ?



WOULD ADDING MORE ADD TO THIS STORY?



T U R N I N G

I N T O  O R D E R



IS ACHIEVED BY FINDING YOUR WORDS, THEN ASKING QUESTIONS



D O N ’ T  J U S T  L O O K

T H I N K



STOP AND FIND YOUR WORDS BEFORE SHOOTING



WHAT KIND OF WORDS? 

ADJECTIVES





D O G       
C A R      
W I N D O W

YOUR WORDS CREATE YOUR IMAGE
AND GUIDE YOUR COMPOSITIONS



D O G   
KNOWING OF COURSE

THAT WHO YOU ARE AS A PERSON

MAKES THIS VISION UNIQUE



TO CREATE STRONGER IMAGES

FIND THE WORDS THAT SPEAK TO YOU

ASK HOW THOSE WORDS FEEL

FIND A WAY TO SHOOT THAT FEELING



WHEN YOU KNOW YOUR WORDS

YOU KNOW WHAT TO ELIMINATE

WHAT TO INCLUDE

WHERE TO STAND

WHAT LENS TO USE

WHEN TO PRESS THE TRIGGER

WHAT SETTINGS TO USE





• STUDY 

• LEARNING 

• PRESSURE 

• COMMITMENT 

• COMMUNITY

W O R D S :



ADJECTIVES:  

• STUDY 

• LEARNING 

• PRESSURE 

• COMMITMENT

SHOOTING THE MOMENT THAT BEST 
REPRESENTS WHAT THOSE WORDS FEEL LIKE 



ADJECTIVE: COMMUNITY



KNOWING THE WORDS

GUIDES YOU WHERE TO STAND

HOW TO COMPOSE

AND HOW TO TELL THE STORY





ADJECTIVES: 

• CURIOUS 

• CHEEKY 

• SHY 

• WATCHING



ADJECTIVES: 

• CURIOUS 

• CHEEKY 

• SHY 

• WATCHING



THE MOMENT YOU SHOOT

WHERE YOU FOCUS

GUIDES THE FRAMING





ADJECTIVES: 

ISOLATED 

FOCUSSED 

DEDICATED 

DETERMINED



THE WORDS GUIDE THE 
STORY YOU CAPTURE

THE BETTER YOU 
CAPTURE THOSE 

WORDS

THE MORE IMPACT 
YOUR IMAGES WILL 

HAVE ON OTHERS



AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
THE MORE THE IMAGE WILL 

MEAN TO YOU



FIND THE WORDS

AND YOU’LL FIND YOUR IMAGE



ASK QUESTIONS



SHOOT THE ANSWERS



IT’S EASY TO GET OVERWHELMED



STOPPING AND 
LOOKING FOR 
THE WORDS 

OPENS UP MORE OPPORTUNITIES

AND MORE STORIES

SLOWS YOU DOWN AND

ASKING QUESTIONS 
AROUND THOSE 

WORDS



ONE LOCATION 

DIFFERENT WORDS 

DIFFERENT STORIES





REFLECTION 

PEACE 

UNAWARE 



FOCUS

MOMENT



YOUR WORDS GUIDE YOU

WHICH LENS

WHAT SETTINGS

WHAT FRAMING





REFLECTION 

PEACE 

SOLITUDE 



YOUR WORDS GUIDE YOU

WHERE TO STAND 

WHAT TO INCLUDE 

WHAT TO EXCLUDE





CONNECT 

FUN  

CAUGHT 

INTERUPTED 





BUSY 

DEEP 

UNAWARE





STUDY 

SOLITUDE 

WAITING





WASHING 

CLEAN 

COMMUNITY 

HIDDEN



TAKE YOUR TIME

AFTER EACH SERIES OF SHOTS

REASSESS YOUR WORDS

IS THERE ANOTHER STORY?



The more 
answers you 

find, the more 
images you find



C O N T I N U E  T O  A S K  Q U E S T I O N S



AND YOU’LL CONTINUE TO FIND IMAGES



S H O O T  Y O U R  A D J E C T I V E S  -  TA J  M A H A L

L A R G E  
S Y M M E T R I C A L  

T O M B  
S O L E M N  

M A J E S T I C  
W O N D E R



FIRST WE SHOOT THE OBVIOUS



BUT WE WANT DEEPER IMAGES



CAN YOU ASK DIFFERENT QUESTIONS?



DO THEY LEAD TO OTHER WORDS?



DOES THOSE WORDS LEAD TO OTHER IMAGES?



KEEP ASKING



THE MORE QUESTIONS YOU ASK…



THE MORE WORDS YOU FIND…



THE MORE IMAGES YOU CREATE



WORDS OPEN DOORS TO MORE IMAGES



What words are in?

What words are out?

These are YOUR choices,  

and they change everything!



SOMETIMES YOU SKETCH WHILST ASKING





WHAT WORDS?



EYES  

FOCUSSED 

WORKING 

DUSTY



WHAT JOB? 

HARD OR EASY?

LIVE A LONG TIME?





Success? 
Failure? 
Fiddy Fiddy?



HOW 
HEAVY?



THE WORDS 

TELL A STORY



HOW 
HEAVY?



THE WORDS 

TELL A STORY



WHAT WORDS WE INCLUDE
WHAT WORDS WE EXCLUDE

ARE OUR PLAYGROUND



Success?  

Failure? 

Depends on our narrative





A MILLION WORDS



WHAT JOB? 

HARD OR EASY?

LIVE A LONG TIME?



BUSY JOB? 



THE MOMENTS 
YOU CHOOSE 
IMPACT THE 

STORIES YOU TELL



NO RIGHT OR WRONG BUT OUR 
CHOICES CHANGE THE WORLD. 



A D D I N G   
O R   

R E M O V I N G  
W O R D S   
I S  O U R  

P L AY G R O U N D



SOMETIMES A FEW WORDS SOMETIMES MANY





SERVES NO 
NARRATIVE 
PURPOSE





KNOWING WHAT 
TO KEEP, AND 

WHAT TO 
REMOVE IS 

EVERYTHING



THIS PHOTO EXISTS BECAUSE WE NEED TO 
CONTINUE TO REFINE OUR IMAGE SKETCH AS 
WE SHOOT AND WORK TOWARDS CAPTURING 

OUR STORY

WE MUST SHOOT WITH INTENT AND 
FEEL BUT  CONTINUE TO ASK 

QUESTIONS AND SHOOT UNTIL THE 
STORY RESOLVES ITSELF 

SHOOTING SKETCH IMAGES



S H O O T I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  S C E N E



SOMETIMES THERE IS MORE THAN ONE STORY

OR MORE THAN ONE WAY TO TELL IT



WORKING OUT THE STORY

OFTEN MEANS SPENDING TIME

TAKING THE TIME TO FIND 
THE STRONGEST IMAGE





A PHOTO OF THEM





THEM IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT





T H E I R  E N V I R O N M E N T  W I T H  T H E M  I N  I T





T H E  P L A C E



SOMETIMES THERE ARE LOTS OF CHOICES SOMETIMES JUST ONE



ONLY YOU CAN DECIDE



BREAKING DOWN A SCENE

HELPS FIND YOUR STRONGEST IMAGE

INTO WORDS THAT SPEAK TO YOU



BREAKING DOWN A SCENE

MEANS FINDING YOUR STRONGEST IMAGE

INTO WORDS THAT SPEAK TO YOU

IN EVERY SITUATION



BREAKING DOWN A SCENE

MEANS FINDING YOUR STRONGEST IMAGE

INTO WORDS THAT SPEAK TO YOU

IN EVERY SITUATION

EVERY TIME



IS THE SCENE SIMPLE OR COMPLEX?



WORDS





MAN

WORDS:

SWEEP

TOMB



LENS

DICTATE

ANGLE

COMPOSITION





WORDS:
BARREN

SPACE

TIGHT KNIT

FAMILY



THE WORDS 
DICATE ALL 

OUR CHOICES





WORDS:

MAN



SOMETIMES IT IS

ONLY ONE THING

THAT STANDS OUT



AND IF THAT IS

THE CASE THEN…



ELIMINATE EVERY WORD

THAT ISN’T PART OF 

YOUR STORY



IF THIS IS A PHOTO 
OF HER THEN 

NOTHING ELSE IS 
NEEDED



IF THIS IS A PHOTO 
ABOUT HER AND 

HER LIFE THEN WE 
NEED MORE 

WORDS



SUCCESS OR FAILURE?













WHAT IS HE DOING?



HOW MANY WORDS SAY THIS?



DOES IT NEED MORE?



DOES IT NEED LESS?



ADDING FEELING TO THE WORDS



W H AT  W O R D S  D E S C R I B E :  
T H E  L I F E  
T H E  P E R S O N  
T H E  J O B





RUSTIC 

SHOE REPAIRING 

SHOE CLEANING 

WORK 

WAGE 

HOUSE 

What words describe: 

The LIFE 





DAIRY 

RUSTIC 

SMOKO 

SIMPLE 

DAWN





WET 

NOISY 

HARD 

TOUGH





HOT 

SMELLY 

WORK 

HARD 





SIMPLE 

STUDY 

PRAY 

DUTY



What words describe: 

The Light & 

The Moment

WHEN LOOKING AT A SCENE



MORNING 
EVENING 
WARM

What words describe: 

The Light 

What words describe: 

The Moment 

REFLECTIVE 
THINKING 
WAITING



MORNING 
EVENING 
WARM

What words describe: 

The Light 

What words describe: 

The Moment 

HAGGLING 
SERIOUS 
DECISIONS



EVENING 
COLD

What words describe: 

The Light 

What words describe: 

The Moment 

PROUD 
STRONG 
VIBRANT



SO, ONCE YOU’VE “DOG CAR WINDOWED” 

AND FOUND YOUR STORY

YOU THEN NEED TO BUILD 
ON YOUR STORY WITH 
VISUAL WORDS WITHIN 

THE FRAME 



WE NEED TO SEE OUR SCENE WITH OUR 
BRAIN NOT JUST OUR EYES



ASSESSING THE SCENES VISUAL LANGUAGE



A S K  D E P T H  Q U E S T I O N S



CONVERGING

MEETING POINT 

VANISHING POINT

LEADING LINES



TO CRAFT

OUR IMAGES

LANGUAGE WE USE

ARE THE VISUAL



FLAT IMAGES ARE NOT ALWAYS VISUALLY INTERESTING



ADDING DEPTH ADDS LOTS OF VISUAL INTEREST



USE OUR VISUAL LANGUAGE

TO BUILD ON OUR WORDS



THE STORY IS CRICKET
THE VISUAL LANGUAGE GUIDES OUR FRAMING



F I N D I N G  T H E  B E S T  V I S U A L  A N G L E S  I S  V I TA L



FOCUS IS DEPTH TOO 
AND CAN BE USED TO 

ADD OR REMOVE WORDS



WHAT IS BEHIND HER?



IF YOU CAN’T TELL

IT’S BECAUSE I DECIDED

IT WOULDN’T ADD

TO THE STORY





WHAT IS HE LOOKING AT?



WHAT ARE THEY DOING?



UNDERSTANDING THE DEPTH 
WORDS BEFORE SHOOTING 
HELPS CRAFT YOUR STORY



F I N D I N G  B A L A N C E  W O R D S



YOUR BRAIN SEES BIG BEFORE SMALL





WE CAN USE BALANCE





S A M E  S I Z E ?

OR IMBALANCE TO GIVE 
IMPORTANCE, OR VISUAL 
INTEREST TO ELEMENTS



BALANCING OR OVERPOWERING ARE SILENT WORDS WE CAN USE



TO GIVE POWER TO OUR IMAGES



F I N D I N G  C O L O U R  W O R D S



YOUR BRAIN SEES WARM BEFORE COLD



C O L D

WA R M

IMBALANCED TEMPERATURE





BALANCED TEMPERATURE



COLOUR WORDS HELP BALANCE OUR COMPOSITIONS



E R M A G E R D  
 T H AT ’ S  A  L O T



N O T  R E A L LY,  
I T ’ S  J U S T



D O G   
C A R  

W I N D O W  
D E P T H  

B A L A N C E  
C O L O U R



H E L P S  U S  G E T  R I D  O F  
D I S T R A C T I O N S  A N D  F I N D I N G  O U R  

S TA R T I N G  P O I N T



ONCE YOU’VE SEEN, IT’S TIME TO WRITE!



LENSES ARE THE PENS 
THAT WRITE OUR WORDS 



DIFFERENT PENS 
WRITE DIFFERENTLY  



THIS IS NOT ABOUT BRAND



IT’S ABOUT ME…..



ACTUALLY IT’S NOT ABOUT BRAND



I T ’ S  A B O U T  L E A R N I N G  T H E  WAY  T H E Y  T E L L  S T O R I E S







LENS CHOICE CREATES 
OTHER WORDS



Y O U  H AV E  T O  K N O W  W H I C H  
L E N S  S E R V E S  T H E  S T O R Y  B E S T



FORGETTING THIS

AND SEEING LIKE THESE



L E T S  U S  
C O N C E N T R AT E  

O N  T H I S



A N D  F I N D I N G  T H E  
W O R D S  T O  F I L L  I T



B E F O R E  W E  C A N  F I N D  O U R  W O R D S ,  
W E  N E E D  T O  F I N D  T H E  S C E N E



W H AT  A M  I  L O O K I N G  F O R ?



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



SCENE FINDERS



FIND THE SCENE THEN FIND THE 
WORDS THEN FILL YOUR CANVAS

SCENE FINDERS



F I N D  T H E  S T O R Y



F I N D  T H E  W O R D S



F I L L  T H E  F R A M E



R I N S E  
L AT H E R  
R E P E AT



CHAOS
MAYHEM

DISORDER
TURMOIL

W H E N  FA C E D  W I T H



W I N D O W   

C A R   

D O G   



N E V E R  FA I L S



YOU DON’T HAVE TO DO 
ALL THESE THINGS, NO 

ONE HAS A GUN TO 
YOUR HEAD 

TRY ONE OR TWO 
OR MORE

R E M E M B E R







PHOTO TOURS AND WORKSHOPS





BFOP SPECIAL DEAL
NATURAL LIGHT PORTRAIT WORKSHOPS

November 23rd 

December 7th 

January Dates announced soon 

PRESTON VIC

USE THE CODE BFOP FOR $75 DISCOUNT!





I N D I A  P H O T O  T O U R  N O V  2 0 2 5
C O M E  W I T H  M E



INDIA 2025 
OCT 21st - 
NOV 4th 

8  
PEOPLE 
ONLY



D E L H I



D E L H I



A G R A



A G R A



A G R A



J O D H P U R



J O D H P U R



P U S H K A R  
C A M E L  
FA I R



P U S H K A R  
C A M E L  
FA I R



VA R A N A S I



VA R A N A S I



VA R A N A S I



O C T O B E R  2 4 T H   
N O V E M B E R  7 T H  

A L L  O F  T H E  
A B O V E ,   

P L U S  M O R E .   

L A U N C H I N G   
S O O N  

I N D I A  2 0 2 5



THANK YOU



I’VE BEEN, AND CONTINUE TO BE 
GLYNN LAVENDER TLMN 

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING, 
YOU’RE A LOT CHEAPER THAN 

THERAPY! 

QUESTIONS?


